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which pꝛoued ben, ſtuctuous of 


By tcſemblaunce,of notable aparaunce 

with mozalitits, concludynge on pzutece 
Lye as the byble reberſeth by waytynge 
Pow trees ſomtyme choſe them kynge, 


Fyzfe iu theyz chopſe, they named Olyue 
To tayne amonge them, iudicũ doth expzelCs 
But he hymſefle gan extuſe blyue 

Chat they myght nat fozfake the fatneſſe 
Noz the fyage tre, hit amozous ſwetnes 
No2 the vyne tre, his holſome freſſhe cozage 
which gpueth comfozte,to all manet of age 


And ſemblable popteg laureate 

By darke parables full conuentent 
Fayne that byꝛdes and beeſtes ofeſtate 
Is royall Egles, and lrons by aſſint 
Sent out wꝛittts to holde a patalyment 
And ade the erye, bat ue ly fo2 to ſay 

o. e to haue log de ſbyp, and ſome to obtye. 


Egles in the ayze, hyt ſt to take they flyght 
Power of lyons, on the grounde is (ene 
Cedze amonge trees, hi ght ſt in ſyght 
—— ol nature, is aye grene 
ö floures al! Floza, ape goddi lle and quent 


Thos in all thynges,there ben dpuerſytters 
Churles byzde, 1215 


, 


e , 
» And haue auctozites, greunded in ſcripture 


Some 
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Sone ofrfiate,vndlome of lowe degrees, 2 


Woptes wpte, wonderfull lyken?ſſe 
And vnder couect, hepe them (clic full cloſe 
They take beeſtes, and foules to wptneſſe 
Of whoſeſayenges,fables fy2ſt aroſe 

Aud here Ycaſt on my purpoie 

Out of krenche, s tale to tranſlate 
which ina pamftete, Yſaw and redde but late 


This tale, which Jmake meneyon 

In groſe reherſeth playnlyto declare 
The great p2ouerbe, payed fo2 the raunſon 
O'a lytell byꝛde, taken in a ſnare 
wonderfull deſpꝛous, to eſcape out of care 
Ok myn aucto2 folowynge the pꝛoceſſe 
So as tt tell, in ozdze J (Hill you expꝛeſſe 


Somtyme there dwelled in a ſmall vplage 
As mpn anctoz maketh mencpon 
Achutle. which had lu and cozage 
within hym ſelke, dy dyligent trauaple 
Co aray his g rden, with notable aparayle 
Oklengtt and bzede,tn lyke ſquare and longe 
Dedged and detched, tomie it (ure and ſtronge 


A the alaves, were mayde playne with lande * 
The dtuches touered, with newe turues grene 
with the ſwete yerbeg,and tondytes at hande 


Than welled vp agaynſt the ſonne chynynge 
J. ii. Cyke 
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Lyke bnts fyluer,02 any chzifall dere 
The byꝛdyll wawes,in theyz vp boylrnge 
K0unde ag byzrall,theyz beames out ſhyvynge, 


In myddes of the gat den, ſtode a freſſhe lavrere 
Theron a byzte (-ngynoe dap and nyght 
with Hynige fethers,bzyghter than the golde wyꝛe 
which with her fonge,made heup hertes lyghe 
that her to beholde,it was an benenly ſyght 
Pow towarde turn, and in the dawrynge 
SbheTyd herpayne mooſt amervuſly to ſynge 


Eſptrous enfozced her cozage 
towatde tuyn, whanphibus went to the weft 
Among the bzaunches, to take Her aduauntage 
To ſynge her complaynte, andt ban to go to teſt | 
And at the tyſynge of the quene Alce(t | 
to ſynge agaync,as it were her deu 
Early on the moꝛow, the day alter to ſalue, 


It was a bery hevenly melody 
Euen and mozow to heare the byꝛdes ſon ge 

And the ſwete ſugted ermony 

with vncouth warbles and tunes dzaw alonge 

That allthe gardin,of the noyſe tongt | 
Txil on the moꝛowe, whan tytan dyd (hyneclere * * 
thebpzde was treppe d. and caught ira pantere 
C The chutſe was glad, that he þ byzde had take 
Mety of chere,otlokc and vyſage 


And urall haſt, he calt loʒ to make 


— — a 


with 


Within his honfe,a lytell pzety cage _ 
And with her fonge,torefoyſe his cozags 
tyll at the laſt, the celp byꝛde a bzayde 


And ſoberly to the churle ſhe ſayd 


I am take and ſtande bnder datmgere 
Holden ſtrayte, that Imap nat fle 
A due my ſonge,my luſty notes clere 
Now haue J loſte my Iyderte 
Now am IJ thzall,thatſomtpme was fre 
Indtruſt me well, whyle J ſtande in diſt riſſe 
J can nat ſynge,noz make no aladneſſe- 


Ind though my tagt fozged wert of golde 
And the pynacleg,of byzrall and chzyſtall _ 
FJ remembre a pzouerbe of ode 

who leſeth his kredome he leſeth all 

For J vad leauer, vpon a bzaunche ſmall 
Mer tly ſynge, amonge the leaues grene 
Than in a cage ot ſpluet bꝛygit and chyne 


Sothe and pꝛyſon, haue none aceozdeunte 
Croweſt thou J wyle ſynge in pꝛyſon 
Nap, ſoz ſonge pꝛoce de th; of toy and pleſaunes 
And pꝛyſon cauſeth Teth and diftruction. 
Kedynge of fettets maketh no mcry ſotmꝭ 
Oꝛ who ſhulde be mety 02 rocounye 


3 gapnd his wpil that lreth in chaynes bounde 
what auayicth aLyontobra kynge 


To 


F 


To be ſhyt bp in a towze of fone 

Oz an Sgle under Urepte kepynge 
an hone 
Fye on [01d(Wyp;whan lybette is gone 
Anſwere heteto, and let it not aſtarte 
who lyngeth merely, d ſyngeth not at the herte 


But ad thoa wylt reioyce of mp ſyngynge 
Sufk:e me to g0 fre from all daunger 

And ei«p dap in the greue moznynge 

I wpil repayze vnto the lautere 
And merely ſpnge with luſtp note clere 
Under thy, chamber,o:'a foze thyne hall 
Euety ſeaſon, whan thou lyſt me to call, 


To be (hyt bp and pynned vader dzede 

Nothyiage accozdeth to my nature 

C doug de J were fedd with mylke # waſtell bzede 
And ſwete curdes bzougbt to my paſture 
pet had Jleverto do my buſy cure 
Erly on the m now to ſcrape inthe wall 
Co fynde my dyncr,amonge the wopmes (mall, 


The labourer is gladder at the 

eee, 
an we man is, t * 

Ind of all deinties plente and ſoyſon 

And no fredome with his poſſe ſſyon 

Co go at large, but as a bert af a ſtake 


Co paſle his bondes yl he leut tabe. 


Take 


— 


Take this anſfvere fo; a ſhozte tontluſren 
to ſynge in pꝛyſon thou ſhalte me nat tet uterne 
Tyll J haue ſtedome in wodes bp ard Towne 

to llye at large, on bougheroughe and plapne 

Ind ok te aſon thou ſhuldeſt not diſdayne 

Of my deſy2e,but laughe and haue geod game 
But be þ is a churle, wolde eche m were the ſame 


C well quod the churſe, ſyth it wyll nat be 
Chat J deſy2e as by thi talkynge YI 
Maugry tht wiil, thou ſhalte choſe one of the 
withinacage merely to ſynge 

On tothe zechyn J wall thy body bzynge 
Plucke thy ſethers, that ben bꝛyght and tlete 
And after rofto2 bake the tomy ſopere 


| well quod the byade, ag to reaſon T ſay not nap 
thouchynge my ſonge, a ſull anſtvere then haſt 
And whan my fethers ben plucked away 
YFJberofte and baken in paſt 

On me thou (alte haue but aſmallrepaſte 
But and yk thou wpite wozke aftet my coũ 
By me mapſt thou baue great auaple 


f thou wylte vnto my reaſon aſſent 

And ſufkre me to go fre from pꝛyſon 
without raunſom,oz any othie rent 

I hall the gyue a notable guer don 

The great weſrome,,3cco:dynge to teaſon 

Mogze of value, takt hede what Jpꝛoftt 


* 


layle 
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Than allthygo!d: that (s (yt in thy cofer 


Truſt me well, I wyll the nat dfſceyue 

well quodthe churle, tell on let ſe 

Nay quod the byꝛde, thou muſt afoze conceyue 

who that Wall teche ofccaſon muſt go fre 

nent. mayſtet to haue his lyberte 
nd at large to teche bis leon 

Haue me not in ſulpecte I me ane no treaſon 


well quod the churle J holde me content 
4 traſt thy pꝛomyſe which thou makeſt me 
The by2de flewe fozth,the chozle wag of aſſent 
Ind foke her fiyght, vnto the laurer tre 

than thought we, now ſtand J fre 

with no panters Ita nat a | my lyfe 

Noz with lyme twygges, an moze to dtpue. 


He is a fole that ſcaped is dayugere 
Bioken his fettets, and fled out of pzyfon 

Co re loꝛte, koʒ the bꝛent chylde dzedeth fpze 

Eche man beware of wyſoome and reaſon 

Of ſugre ſtrewꝛd, whiche hydeth falſe poyſon 
There is no poyſon venim ſo perr11? of Marpenecſſe 
2s is, whanithathe of crpacle a lykeneſſe 


C Who dꝛedeth no peryll, in peryll he ſhall fall 
Smothe waters ben oftentymes depe 

The quaple pype can moſt falllp call 

= the quayle vnder the net doth crepe 

I blerceped fouler,truſt not though he wepe , 
With 


etche we his tombe,of wepynge take no hede 
That ſpmple byzdeg can nype by the hede. 


And I that now ſuch daungere am eſcaped 
I wpll beware, and afoze pꝛouyde 
Chat ot no fouler I wyll no moe betaked 
From their lyme twygges. I wpll flee fera ſyde 
where paryll is, great parylil is to abyde 

Come nere thou churle, ber ken to my ſpeche 

Of tige wyſoomesthat Jwyll the teche 


Gpue nat of wyſdome to haſty credence? 
To euery tale of eche tpdynge 
But conlydze of reaſon aud pꝛudence 

Anonge many tales, is many a great leſpnge 
Haſty cr:dence,hath cauſed great byndetynge 
Repozteof tales a tydynges bought vp ne we 
Cauſed many a man, to bcholde vatrewe 


Fo: ole parte take this of my raunſon 

Lerii: the ſeconde, grounded an (crypture 
Deſpꝛe thou nat by no condycton 
thynge, which is tinpoible to recure 
wol ly deſpze ſtaude in auenture 

As who deſpzeth,te clym bye on lofte 
Bp (00epae turne,heialleth vbnſoite 


the tbyꝛde is this beware both turn and indzowe 

Foꝛget it nat, duc leroetyrs of me 

Fo; ttcaſout loſt made neutt to arcat ſoꝛo doe F 
D. i. nopich 
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no bich in no wyſle, maß reedutred de 
Foz who fo taketh ſozow,foz loue of any degre 
Reken his lote and after his payne 


Ind of one ſozxowe, he maketh (0zowes twarne 


Ffter this leſſon,the byꝛde began aſonge 
Ol her eſcape greatly retoyſynge 

And ſhe remembzed alſo the great wzonge 
Done by the churle,firfte at her takings 
. het aitap, and her 


pſoningt 
Glad that (the was out of dzede 
Sapd vnto hym, houerynge aboue his hede 


Chou were quod ſhe a natur all fole 
To ſuffre me departe of lewdeneſfe 5 
thou ought to complayne and make dolle 
Ind in thy berte to haue great heupneſſe 
Chat thou loſt io pallynge greategchelle | 
which myght ſuffyce by value in rekenynge 

Co pa the raunſon,ofamyghty kynge *' 


There is a fone which is called a Jacoumt 
Ol golde engendꝛe d in myn entratle | 
wdich of fpne gotde,paſſcth a great ounce” 
Cyttynt of colour lykea granet of entayle 
which maKeth men vyeto2youg in bataple 
And who ſo cuer tereth on dim this None 


Is fully aſſured agaynũ his moztall fone. 6 
who that hath thts one in polltiſ ron 


Shall 


Sbhallſuffre no pouertpe ne no indy 
But of all treaſout, haue plente and topion 
And euerp man hall do him teuer ence 
And none enemy ſhall do to hym offence 
But fro thy hands. now that I am gone 


Plapne vt thou wplt,foz thy part is none 


It cauſeth loue, and maketh men gracyoug 
Ind fauourable fn every mannes [yght 

It maketh acozde,bytwene men Enupous 

t cofozteth (ozofull,it maketh heuy hertes lyght 

Lyke to in colour (<yneth bzyght 

JF am a ole to tell all at ones 

Oz to techea churle,Þ pꝛecious tones 


Men chulde nabFut a pꝛecpous margaryte 
Is rubyes ſaßp zes, and other ſtones Jude 
Emeraudes,no: rounde perles white 
Aioze rude ſwyne that loue dzaffc of kynde 
Fo: a ſowe delyteth as Jfynde 

Mone iu foule dzaffe yerpygges foz foglade 
Than in all the piry,that cometh of garner? 


Eche thyngedzaweth to his ſemblable 
Fyſche in the ſee, beeſtes ou the grounde 
The ape foz foules is mooſt comendable 
And to the Lage — man to tyl the lande 

And 3 churie to haue a mucfozKe in hande 

I leſe m time, any moꝛe to tary 


Oz to teche a nne 


That 


That thouhaddef;thou getteſinomoze a gt ent 
thy lyme tboygges and thy panters I dee 
Co let me go,thou wire fone oucrſeng 

to leſe thy tytheſſe, only of folp 

F 2m nowe fre to frngt end to lle 

whete that my lyſie, t is a ſole at all 

that goeth at large, and maketh hymſelfe a thzall 


To here ot wyſdome thyne tarts ben defe 
Lyke to an alle, that lyſti netij to an harpe 
Thoumayfigoprpr,inarntlife | 
Fo? bettet it ig eo ſynge cn thoznes ſharps 

than in a tage, with a ehurle to carpe 
Tozit was ſaxdoffolkrs longe a gone 

that achurlcs byte, is olten wo be gone 


The cburle felt his hert atweyne 


Foꝛ very ſoz0w,and a ſonder ryge 


Alas quod he. I may well wepe and playne 
Aga wactch neuer lytze fothzyue 
But to mourne in pouertye all my lxut 
Foz of foly,and of wylfulne ſſe 

F haue loſt hoyly all mp rycheſſe, | 
CY waSalo:de Tcryedoue onfo:tune 
Aud had great treaſour late in mp ktpynge 
which myght haue made me longe to contynge 
with that dent ſo haue ij ued lyke a hynge 
Oꝛytthat J had ſit it in arynge 
Bozne it vpon me, J haut good ynoughe 
Me ne ded no mozte, o haut gent tothe plongbe 
whan 


whan the byzde Harde the churle thug monrne: > 
Aud how that be was heuy of bis chere . 

She toke her flyght,and gan agapyne returns 
fowarde hym and layd as ye all here 

¶ O thou dull charle wyſddnifozto ſere 

that I the taught, all is leftebehpade- '* 
RVacedaway and clint out of thy mynde 


@& 4.4ght Ithenat this tyſdome in ſentence- 
To eucry tale bzought vp of newe 
Nat to haſtelp tog ne erfdences 
Unto the tyme;thou anoto that it be fres# *' | 
All is nat golte,thatheweth goldyſſhe hrws 
Noz Cones all,by nature as J ſynde * 
Be nat laphyꝛes, that ewe coloutg ynde⸗ 


In this doctryne I haue loft my labour 
To teche the ſuch pꝛoutrbes ofſubſtaunce 
Here mayſt thou ſe, thy le wde blynde ettour 
Foz all my body ptyſi d in a balaunte 
weypeth nat an ounſe,rude is thy remmeb2aunce 
Ito haue moze pe yſe cloſed in myne entrayle 
Than all my bodr, ſet tothe contertaple 


All mp body wexech not an bnce 
How myght J than haue in me a ſtone 

Cbat peyſeth moe than doth a great Facoſree 
thy bꝛayne is dull thy wyt is almcſte gone 
Of thꝛe wyſdomes thou haſt fozgotten one 
Jo thou ſhuldeſt not after my ſcntence 


Totnery fale,gyue to haſty credente; 


bade alſo beware, both eupn and mozowe 
oz typage lot. dy ſoden auenturt 

thou Woldeſt not make to moche ſoꝛowe 
— — 

And there thou fapleſt that thou doſt thy buſy cure 
In thy ſnare to catche me agapne 

Thou att afole,thy labour is ta bayne.. 


In the thyꝛde dot 
Fo2 I bade, chou in no wyle 
Couete thynge,which thou mayſt vat haue 
Jn whiche thou haſt fozgotten myn empzyſe 


Thus 1 War to fe 
that thou haſt of madne 4. wk the 
Notable wyſoomes,that I raught the 


It were kolp, moze with the to carpe 
Oꝛ p2eche of wyſdome moze oz laſſe 
I hoide hem mad, that bzyngeth fozthe an harpe 
Theron to teche a tude dull aſſe 
And madder is he, that ſyngeth to a fole a maſſe 
And he is moſt mad. that doth his buſyneſſ: 
To teche a churle, termes of gentyineſſe, 


And ſemblably, in Apzill and in May 
when gentyll byzdes make moſt melody 


The cuckow — 4 but on la 


ath no fantag 


Ok other tunes 


Thus 


As koules an 


ns bokes ſpeckfys 
$s of eyery age. 


From wheng they came 
The Utntener treateth of his holſome — 
Ot gentyll frutrs boſiteth the Gardener 
The Fiſſber caſteth big hokes and his lyens 
to catche fyſſhe, tn every (reſſhe ryuer 
Ot tpltbe of lande,treafeth the Labourer 
tbe Gentylm 


Indthe Churlodelyceth im all fa 


WER 
All one fo theta fanden as 4 Kyfe 
As good an O wle as a Poplngap 
A don — „ as daynty as N ; 
I due ſyzCharlgfare welt Jes ny Was 
F 02 Yeaſt me neut henſfozth 
I foze achurle,anymoze to (pnge, 


Te folke that all this fable ſe os rede 
Newe tales I counſeple pou to fle 
Foz loſſe take neucr to great hods 
Noz be nat lozp fog none aduerſyte 

Noz couere that may not reconcrod by 
Indremembze where ever re gone 
Chat achurles byzde,fs eyer 805 r 

C Unto my parpoſe, this pzoued ts fully ryye 
Rede and repozte dy olde re membꝛaunce 
What &cþurleg byꝛde and a knaues wyle 


Sn 


take talage 


2 


Daue 


—̃ —„— rr 
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Haut oftentymeg,great ond and mp; | haunte | | 

And who that hath kreda:ne,bath Teuer 5 
Foz better is fte dome, with lytel in gladneſte 
Than to be thzail;with all wozlidly rycheſſe 


Ss lytell queyer,and tecommende me 
Unto mymayſter, with humble affettion 
Beſechbyuge hom lowly of metep and pyce 
Ol this rude mabynge,to take compallpon 
And as touch ynge che frauſlacton 
Out of frenc be, da w it engliſcded be 

All thynge is layd vnder correction 

with ſuppoztacyon, ot your henygnite. 


C Jipzeat td af Töndeh tn 6othburtomer 4 > 
Saunt Pargarytes church by me un 
745 Wellam Copland, 
. 


